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Key Judgments

0 The theoretical development of integrated joint operations and system of systems
operations represent two of the most important developments in the PLA. The foundation
enabling integrated joint operations is what the PLA describes as a “system of systems”
operational capability (r D Z ). This capability will be based on an integrated
C4ISR (command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance) structure, that will link systems and forces to facilitate jointness and
information sharing amongst the heretofore stove piped services. Successful
implementation of these twin theories can significantly increase the PLA’s warfighting
capabilities, and are driving many of the PLA’s modernization requirements, including
training and education reforms, acquisition of precision weapons systems, and
construction of an integrated command information system. The establishment of theater
joint commands, Joint Logistics Support Force, Strategic Support Force, and planned
improvements in military education and training represent critical factors for moving
forward toward an advanced joint operations capability.




































































































































































































































