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SPECIAL ISSUE: CHINA’S UNITED FRONT OPERATIONS AROUND THE WORLD
IN THIS ISSUE:
On the Correct Use of Terms for Understanding “United Front Work”
By Anne-Marie Brady
Reorganizing the United Front Work Department:
New Structures for a New Era of Diaspora and Religious Affairs Work
By Alex Joske
The United Front Work Department Goes Global: The Worldwide Expansion of
the Council for the Promotion of the Peaceful Reunification of China
By John Dotson
United Front Work by Other Means:
China’s “Economic Diplomacy” in Central and Eastern Europe
By Martin Hála
How Beijing is Shaping Politics in Western Australia
By Wai Ling Yeung and Clive Hamilton
Editor’s note: This is a special theme issue of China Brief, focused on China’s “united front” (tongyi zhanxian, 统一战线)
influence operations throughout the world. Many of the Chinese government’s united front activities are entrusted to a
specific organization: the Communist Party’s United Front Work Department (UFWD), which handles a broad range of
policy portfolios ranging from ethnic and religious affairs within China, to seeking influence over ethnic Chinese
communities and governments in foreign countries. However, in a much broader sense, the “united front” also represents
a series of political strategies and tactics, employed by a variety of Chinese state-affiliated organizations, to pursue the
interests of the Chinese Communist Party throughout the world.
In our first article, Anne-Marie Brady helps to frame the issue by examining the nature of “united front work,” and the
language employed in reference to these activities. Next, Alex Joske discusses recent organizational changes within the
UFWD as a specific institution. Then, my own contribution profiles the worldwide expansion of one of the UFWD’s leading
front organizations. Last but certainly not least, authors Martin Hála, and Wai Ling Yeung and Clive Hamilton, provide
case studies of Chinese united front political influence efforts in, respectively, the Czech Republic and Australia. The
Jamestown Foundation hopes that this special edition will contribute towards a greater public understanding of these
complex issues—and benefit policymakers, scholars, business leaders, and others seeking to come to grips with the
challenges posed by the Chinese government’s global united front efforts.
—John Dotson, Editor, China Brief

