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The Death of  Man Chari Reveals 
Uncertainties in Boko Haram  
 
Jacob Zenn 

Since early 2019, the Boko Haram faction led by 
Abubakar Shekau has been conducting a media 
surge. One possible reason for this is the desire to 
demonstrate Shekau’s resilience despite being 
demoted from the Islamic State-affiliated faction 
in 2016 and that faction’s own leadership turmoil 
since March (Sahara Reporters, March 4). This 
recent media blitz has featured a group of  
“media martyrs” who were mostly teenagers, 
battle scenes, and a brief  eulogy of  Shekau’s 
deputy, Man Chari, whose alias was revealed for 
the first time: Abu Sadiq al-Bamawi (MLM, 
August 3, 2018). This indicates he himself  is 
from Bama, Borno State, which along with Yobe 
is the home state of  Shekau and most Boko 
Haram commanders as well as the “media 
martyrs” eulogized in the recent video (Twitter, 
May 25).  

Man Chari had featured prominently in videos 
of  Boko Haram sharia tribunals, Eid al-Fitr 
prayers, and group allegiances to Abubakar al-

Baghdadi before his death (Jihadology, 
November 2, 2015). He was therefore one of  the 
key leaders responsible for the group’s brutalities. 
Such brutalities are also among the reasons why 
Islamic State dropped Shekau from the 
leadership of  its “West Africa Province” in the 
first place.  

Shekau himself  is notorious for executing 
commanders for minor infractions. Notably, in 
December 2016, only three months after his 
demotion by the Islamic State, he released an 
audio to his shura (consultative council) 
acknowledging that Man Chari left his camp. 
This might have been because of  his 
disagreements with Shekau, including because 
Shekau dropped Chari from the shura as a result 
of  pressure on him from Mamman Nur 
(News24.com, February 24, 2017). It was 
Mamman Nur who had feuded with Shekau 
over, among other matters, Shekau’s killing 
innocent civilians and enslaving women, before 
Shekau’s demotion. Nur’s protege, Abu Musab 
al-Barnawi, then assumed the leadership of  the 
Islamic State-affiliate faction, to Shekau’s chagrin 
(Sahara Reporters, March 4). 
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It should, however, be assumed that Man Chari 
was killed in battle because, if  he had been killed 
by Shekau, then presumably he would not have 
been eulogized by Boko Haram. This indicates 
he was still in the group’s good graces at the time 
of  his death. Regardless of  how he met his fate, 
it is now unclear who Shekau’s most trusted 
commanders are, but Shekau’s status as Boko 
Haram leader does not appear to be tenuous. If  
anything, Boko Haram’s recent media surge, 
including a video of  Shekau himself  after a six-
month hiatus, and the Islamic State-affiliated 
faction’s internal squabbles, could present 
Shekau with an opportunity for a hostile 
takeover of  that faction (The Guardian [Lagos], 
June 3). However, Man Chari, one of  the group’s 
most avid Islamic State supporters during his 
lifetime, will not be around to see how this plays 
out.   

Jacob Zenn  is an adjunct professor on Violent Non-State 
Actors in World Politics at the Georgetown University 
Security Studies Program (SSP) and fellow on African 
and Eurasian Affairs for The Jamestown Foundation in 
Washington DC.  

Haftar’s Right Hand Man in 
Libya: General Abd al-Razaq 
al-Nadhuri 
 
Nicholas A. Heras  

The Libyan National Army (LNA) forces loyal to 
Field Marshall Khalifa Haftar are stalled amidst 
fierce fighting in their campaign to oust the U.N.-
backed Government of  National Accord (GNA) 
from Tripoli (Sky News Arabia [Abu Dhabi), 
June 22; Anadolu Agency [Ankara], June 27). 
Haftar commands the LNA, which is the armed 
organization that supports the House of  
Representatives (HoR) government that is based 
in the eastern Libyan city of  Tobruk. The LNA 
forces, which are backed by the United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt, and France, are seeking to 
secure complete control over Libya’s capital from 
the GNA, which is backed by Qatar, Turkey, and 
tepidly by Italy, in a campaign that has been 
locked in a stalemate for months (al-Jazeera 
[Doha], June 27; al-Arabiyya [Dubai], May 18;  
al-Jazeera [Doha], May 3). The deputy 
commander of  the overall LNA forces that are 
seeking to gain control over Tripoli for Haftar 
and the HoR is General Abd al-Razaq al-
Nadhuri. Al-Nadhuri is currently Haftar’s chief  
of  staff  and the military governor of  the eastern 
region of  Libya, administering it and overseeing 
the extraction of  the region’s rich oil resources 
for the LNA.  

Al-Nadhuri is a native of  the city of  Marj, which 
is located in an oil-rich area on the coast of  
Libya’s Cyrenaica province, approximately 100 
kilometers west of  the country’s capital of  
Tripoli (Arabi 21, August 25, 2014). He was one 
of  the junior officers who participated in an 
attempted coup against the Gadhafi government 
in 1993, and although he was not executed, al-
Nadhuri subsequently served more than 13 years 
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in prison (Marsad, April 16, 2018). Upon his 
release, al-Nadhuri maintained a low profile, 
being monitored by Gadhafi’s security apparatus, 
until the outbreak of  the revolution against the 
Gadhafi government in February 2011. It is 
reported that al-Nadhuri was an early backer of  
the revolution, and that he played a significant 
role in organizing disaffected Libyan military 
officers to defect from Gadhafi’s forces, in order 
to secure and then utilized a battalion of  tanks 
that supported revolutionary forces in the battle 
for control over the city of  Benghazi (Asharq al-
Awsat, October 27, 2014; YouTube, October 13, 
2011).  

One of  the characteristics that defines al-
Nadhuri, and which makes him an unusual 
figure among the various armed groups in Libya, 
is that he has had a generally straightforward, 
military-like progression up through the ranks of  
what would become the LNA. He was a colonel 
at the time of  his release from prison, and 
maintained that rank while leading the armed 
opposition against the Gadhafi government in 
February 2011. Al-Nadhuri was given a typical 
set of  assignments following the ouster of  
Gadhafi. After the successful conclusion of  the 
revolution, al-Nadhuri served as the top deputy 
for the LNA-aligned military governor in 
southern Libya and as the commander of  the 
elite forces that secured his native city of  Marj 
(Arabi 21, August 25, 2014).  

In August 2014, at the urging of  Haftar and with 
the approval of  the HoR, al-Nadhuri was 
promoted to the rank of  general and made the 
chief  of  staff  of  the LNA (Arabi 21, August 25, 
2014). At the time of  his appointment as the 
chief  of  staff, al-Nadhuri was considered to be 
one of  Haftar’s most loyal subordinates, and a 
top field commander for Operation Dignity, the 
operation against the GNA forces (Sky News 
Arabia [Abu Dhabi], November 9, 2014). Al-

Nadhuri was the leader of  the LNA’s elite al-
Saiqa (Lightning) forces, and he has been 
charged with, and overseen, campaigns to secure 
the rich oil fields in eastern and southern Libya 
for the LNA and HoR, and to seize the restive 
cities of  Darna and Benghazi from forces 
associated with the GNA (Facebook, September 
9, 2014; YouTube, May 19, 2016; YouTube, May 
16, 2017) Two of  al-Nadhuri’s sons were killed 
during this period of  time as part of  the LNA 
forces executing Operation Dignity (Marsad, 
April 16, 2018).  

Despite his high rank and leadership role within 
the LNA, al-Nadhuri reportedly does not have 
the backing of  the LNA’s primary foreign 
patrons, the UAE and Egypt. Abu Dhabi and 
Cairo are believed to view him as someone who 
is a useful lieutenant, but not a man with the 
charisma to maintain the unity of  the LNA and 
its associated forces (Marsad, April 16, 2018; al-
Jazeera [Doha], April 22, 2018). However, 
balancing their skepticism toward him is the 
reality that he is generally acknowledged to be a 
committed opponent to militant Islamist (or even 
political Islamist) organizations assuming power 
in Libya, which is a primary objective of  the 
UAE and Egypt (Xinhua, May 18, 2017; Agence 
France Presse, August 25, 2014). He is also 
believed to be a close personal friend to the 
speaker of  the HoR government, Aqila Saleh, 
which is an important factor in the potential plan 
for the succession of  Haftar (Marsad, April 16, 
2018). Al-Nadhuri survived an assassination 
attempt by car bombing in April 2018 near the 
city of  Benghazi that some Libyans close to the 
LNA believed to be supported by actors within 
the LNA itself. This act potentially had the tacit 
approval of  Egypt and the UAE, who wanted to 
settle the question of  al-Nadhuri’s potential 
future succession to Haftar once and for all 
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(Libyan Express, April 18; Noonpost, April 19, 
2018).  

There is a parallel between the structure of  the 
LNA command and Egypt’s Supreme Council 
for the Armed Forces (SCAF). The SCAF 
oversaw the transition of  power from former 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to 
Muhammad Morsi in 2011 and to the current 
President Abd al-Fatah al-Sisi in 2013. It 
functions as the “kingmaker” organization that 
directs the military and security forces in Egypt. 
Under the leadership of  Haftar and his top 
lieutenants such as al-Nadhuri, the LNA is being 
built to function in the same role in Libya. Al-
Nadhuri, as the commander of  the forces 
responsible for Cyrenaica and other areas of  
southeast Libya that have been seized or coopted 
under the LNA, occupies one of  the most 
important—if  not the most important outright—
power centers underneath Haftar.  

Al-Nadhuri has a distinguished record of  
leadership with the LNA and other forces that 
are loyal to Haftar, and by extension to the HoR 
government. Overseeing different branches of  
the LNA, particularly its elite forces, provides al-
Nadhuri a greater deal of  influence and power 
than he would be afforded in his current role for 
Haftar. Under al-Nadhuri’s leadership, the LNA 
has consolidated its power over Cyrenaica, and 
secured significant oil fields under the control of  
Haftar and the HoR. However, the reported 
unease that the UAE and Egypt have for al-
Nadhuri as a leader who can both replace Haftar 
and maintain the unity of  the LNA and its 
associated forces represents a challenge to his 
ability to position himself  as the successor to 
Haftar in the future. Until he secures support 
from these powerful foreign backers, possibly 
with assistance from the HoR leadership, al-
Nadhuri may be forced to remain a key player in 
the LNA, but never Haftar’s successor.     

Nicholas A. Heras is  the Middle East Security Fellow at 
the Center for a New American Security (CNAS)  and 
senior analyst for the Jamestown Foundation. 
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The Kenyan Financier of  
Islamic State: Halima Adan 
Ali 
Sunguta West  

Halima Adan Ali, a 34-year-old female Islamist 
militant has recently been revealed to be a 
financier, supporter, and recruiter of  the Middle 
East-based Islamic State (IS). 

Her name is emerging at a time when the role of  
women as facilitators of  terrorist activities has 
become a key focus of  both local and 
international security actors across the world. 

At the same time, Ali’s association with IS is not 
accidental. Security experts observe that IS, after 
losing most of  its territory in the Middle East, is 
searching for a new base elsewhere, and Africa is 
in its spotlights. 

That expansion plan has seen the group gain 
affiliates in North, East, and West Africa, 
completing a circle of  footprints with claims that 
it had made entry in the Democratic Republic of  
Congo (DRC). In April, the group claimed 
responsibility for attacks in the North Kivu 
region of  the troubled parts of  the country 
(Congo Today, April 19). 

Ali is alleged to have—on several occasions—
moved money for the organization from her 
bases in the coastal city of  Mombasa, where she 
was bor n and schooled. Although no 
confirmation is available at the moment, she is 
believed to own some family businesses in 
Mombasa, according to a reliably sourced 
interview. [1] Recently, Ali told a Kenyan court 
that she solely takes care of  her eight siblings, 
after her father died and her mother fell ill. 

Halima is believed to be part of  a global network 
that is moving millions of  dollars for the terrorist 

groups through Halawas, the Arabic term for 
money transfer. Also known as Hundi, the 
unregulated alternative system of  remittances 
runs parallel to banks and is popular among the 
members of  the Somali community and 
Muslims. In the platform, money is transferred 
without any currency actually moving. 

In April, the U.S State Department listed the 
woman among seven global funders, alongside 
others based in Germany and Turkey.  The 
United States accused her of  playing a critical 
role in facilitating finances for IS through a 
network of  affiliates which span across Europe, 
the Middle East, the Americas, and Central 
Africa. The department barred Americans from 
trading with her. It would also seize any of  Ali’s 
assets that are on U.S. soil (Daily Nation , April 
19). 

Ali’s key person linking her to IS is a man named 
Waleed Ahmed Zein, a.k.a Abu Waleed, a 
Kenyan from the coastal city of  Mombasa, 
whose family is based in Syria. In September 
2018, the U.S State Department labeled Zein as 
a dangerous terrorist on accusations that he is 
running a global network of  financial facilitators 
for IS. The network uses intermediaries to evade 
police and fund their deadly activities (Daily 
Nation, September 9, 2018).  

Zein had been working as a long-distance truck 
driver in East Africa to mask his terror financing 
activities. As a truck driver, he was able to travel 
across East African countries, including DRC. In 
Mombasa as well, he runs a fleet of  Tuk Tuks 
(motorized auto-rickshaws common in Asia, 
Africa and South America). He had also worked 
in a brokerage firm in Nairobi’s central business 
district. When he made huge deposits into his 
bank, Zein claimed these were proceeds from his 
father’s auto spare company (KBC, July 8, 2018)   
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Zein allegedly paid the Allied Democratic Forces 
(ADF), a DRC militant group, at least once, 
according to a report by New York University’s 
Congo Research Group.  

Ali, as part of  this network, is alleged to have 
received large sums estimated at $150,000, which 
she proceeded to forward to IS fighters in Libya, 
Syria, and Central Africa, probably in the DRC. 
(Standard Digital, April 18). 

There are indications that at some point Ali and 
Zein had built a bond that could have led to 
marriage, after which they would travel to Syria. 
However, Ali’s arrest had forced Zein to leave for 
Syria without (KBC, July 8, 2018)  

Initially, she is believed to have acted as a 
recruiter, especially of  young women, for al-
Shabaab, the deadly al-Qaeda affiliate in East 
Africa. Kenyan security services have also linked 
Ali to terrorist-related activities in the country, 
where al-Shabaab have carried deadly attacks in 
Nairobi, the coastal region, and the north-
eastern regions (Standard Digital, April 18).  

Ali has been arrested several times by Kenyan 
security as she attempted to flee the country. In 
the period one of  her arrests, three female 
attackers linked to IS were killed as they 
attempted in 2016 to storm the Mombasa 
Central Station to free a suspect. Although the 
identity of  the suspect targeted for the rescue by 
the women has not been publicized, there are 
suspicions it was Ali (Capital News, September 
11, 2016)  

In 2015, she was one of  the al-Shabaab brides 
nabbed as they attempted to travel to Somalia 
together with three other young women, 
Ummulkheir Sadri Abdalla, Khadija Abubakar 
Abdulkadhir, and the late Maryam Said Aboud 
(Daily Nation, April 19, 2018). 

At the time of  arrest, the women were believed 
to have joined a Ghuraba, a social media group 
through which potential members of  the group 
are recruited, radicalized and supported to join 
the militant groups’ bases in Somalia. In another 
earlier arrest in 2014, Ali was caught before she 
could travel to Syria, the IS stronghold. 

She has been detained at the Lang’ata Women’s 
Prison in Nairobi and spent more than a year at 
the Shimo la Tewa prison in Mombasa. In one 
of  the arrests in 2015, she was bundled into a 
small car and driven to Mombasa where she was 
charged with collecting videos and articles for 
commission of  terror acts using her phone. (The 
East African, April 19, 2018).  

In 2017, Ali, alongside the three other women, 
was released on bail after spending nearly two 
years incarcerated at the Shimo la Tewa prison. 
They collectively faced 19 terrorism charges, 
including being members of  al-Shabaab, and 
conspiracy to commit terror crimes in Kenya 
(Standard Digital, Jan 17, 2017).  

Zein, using the Hawalas, managed to facilitate 
funds to secure Ali’s release. Successfully released 
through the IS links, Ali switched sides, dumping 
al-Shabaab and joining IS ( KBC, July 8, 2018)  

In August 2018, Ali’s sister Abdia Abdi was 
arrested by the Kenya police after she appeared 
in court impersonating her sister. Ali was to 
appear in court for the final hearing of  her case 
for facilitating recruitment for al-Shabaab. Ali 
had colluded with her lawyer, according to news 
reports, to sneak her sister into the court, in 
order to skip the hearing. Reports indicate that 
even after her release from prison, she had 
continued to recruit youths to travel to Syria and 
financing terrorist activities in secret through her 
network (Kenyans, August 21, 2018).  
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Conclusion 

With IS disintegrating in the Middle East, it is 
clear that it is attempting to widen its reach and 
extend its operations beyond Syria and Iraq. 
One of  the approaches it is using to achieve this 
goal is to fund its off-shoot groups and operations 
beyond the Middle East. 

In East Africa, Ali is seen as one of  the new 
female militants aiding that plan by facilitating 
the movement of  money for the group across the 
region. At this time, the emergence of  the female 
jihadist and militants is the latest new twist in the 
fight against terrorism. Moreover, female 
jihadists like Ali are playing more indirect but 
important roles, making them an important asset 
for the continuation of  the militant group’s 
activities.  

At the same time, the female jihadist’s have 
proven themselves better able to conceal their 
activism and chances are strong that male 
jihadists will continue to find them useful in 
facilitating activities—including in money 
transfers, gathering information in heavily 
protected areas, and recruitment.  

Cases such as Ali and others indicate that the 
growing involvement of  women in jihadist 
activities should now become a key focus of  
security experts and anti-terrorism actors. 

Sunguta West is an independent journalist based in 
Nairobi. 

Notes 

[1] Author’s Interview, Mombasa-based security 
and political analyst, June 6.  

Sher Mohammad Abbas 
Stanikzai—The ISI-Approved 
Leader of  the Taliban 
Negotiation Team  

Sudha Ramachandran 

In February, the Taliban named Sher 
Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai as the head of  its 
14-member team that would participate in 
negotiations with U.S. Special Representative for 
Afghan Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad 
(Pajhwok, February 12). Stanikzai has led the 
Taliban team not only in several rounds of  talks 
with the Americans, but also at the intra-Afghan 
negotiations being hosted by Russia. A UN-
sanctioned Deputy Minister of  Foreign Affairs 
and subsequently Deputy Minister of  Health 
during Taliban rule, Stanikzai was appointed 
chief  of  the Taliban’s political office in Doha, 
Qatar in 2015. Over the years, he has played a 
major role in the Taliban’s diplomatic outreach. 
He has led Taliban delegations to various 
countries, including Uzbekistan, China, and 
Indonesia. So, to what can Stanikzai’s rise as a 
Taliban diplomat and negotiator be attributed? 

Early Years 

Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai was born in 
1963 in the Baraki Barak dis tr ic t of  
Afghanistan’s Logar province. He is an ethnic 
Pashtun of  the Stanikzai sub-tribe. His 
background has been described as “atypical” for 
a member of  the Taliban (Afghanistan Analysts 
Network, June 24, 2013). Unlike most Taliban 
leaders who studied in madrasas and had little or 
no experience of  the outside world, Stanikzai 
grew up in the Afghan capital, Kabul, and he is 
well-educated and well-travelled. He holds a 
master’s degree in political science. 
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In the 1970s, he joined the Afghan National 
Army and was sent for training to the Indian 
Military Academy (IMA) in Dehradun 
(Hindustan Times, January 28, 2013). When the 
Soviets invaded Afghanistan in December 1979, 
Stanikzai did not return to his job in the Afghan 
Army. He is believed to have gone to Pakistan, 
where he joined the anti-Soviet resistance, first 
with Nabi Mohammadi's Harakat-e Inqilab-e-
Islami, and then Abdul Rab Raosul Sayyaf's 
Ittehad-e-Islami, as commander in the 
southwestern front (Pajhwok, June 29, 2013).  

It was during this period that Stanikzai 
established some of  the most valuable 
relationships in his life—those with the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI). Stanikzai’s experience 
in the military and fluency in English, which he 
acquired while in India, were skills that were 
much valued in an insurgency that was 
dependent on the CIA for funding, arms and 
other supplies (New York Times, February 26). 
These skills helped Stanikzai communicate easily 
with CIA officials. According to an Afghan 
government official, Stanikzai’s training at the 
IMA made him “a valuable asset in the eyes of  
ISI operatives.” They established a close 
relationship with him and thus helped in his 
“emergence as a powerful middleman operating 
between the CIA, Pakistan, and the mujahideen 
leaders.” [1] This would prove useful in 
subsequent years as well. 

During Taliban Rule 

Stanikzai joined the Taliban in the mid-1990s. 
During Taliban rule, he was Deputy Minister of  
Foreign Affairs. His relationship with Minister of  
Foreign Affairs Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil was 
reportedly strained. Still, Stanikzai made a mark 
for himself  in the ministry. His English-speaking 
skills enabled him to interact easily with the 

foreign media (Afghanistan Analysts Network, 
June 24, 2013). He defended the Taliban 
government at press conferences.  

In 1996, Stanikzai traveled to the United States, 
where he met officials of  the Clinton 
administration to ask for diplomatic recognition 
for the Taliban regime. He wasn’t successful in 
this regard. In early 2001, Stanikzai was 
appointed Deputy Minister of  Public Health and 
it was in this role that he called for a probe to 
verify the United States’ use of  chemical 
weapons during its invasion of  Afghanistan (The 
Tribune, October 30, 2001).  

Top Appointments 

For at least a decade after the fall of  the Taliban 
regime in November 2001, Stanikzai maintained 
a low profile; little is known of  his activities 
during this period. In January 2012, Stanikzai, 
along with other senior Taliban leaders, 
including Sayyed Tayyeb Agha, a long-time 
personal assistant of  the Taliban’s founder-leader 
Mullah Omar, arrived in Qatar with their 
families to set up a political office for the 
Taliban. Agha was appointed head of  this office 
and Stanikzai as his deputy. 

In 2015-16, the Taliban was roiled in internal 
tensions. In July 2015, it emerged that Mullah 
Akhtar Mansour, Omar’s deputy, had kept the 
Taliban leader’s death in 2013 a secret. Taliban 
circles were rife with rumors that Mansour may 
have murdered Omar (Express Tribune, July 30, 
2015). When he was declared the new leader, it 
evoked a strong response among the higher ranks 
of  the Taliban. Several leaders, including Agha, 
were deeply critical of  Mansour and the manner 
in which he was selected to succeed Omar. Agha 
pointed out that all members of  the Taliban's 
Rahbari Shura (leadership council) were not 
consulted over his selection. Mansour was 
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appointed outside Afghanistan by people residing 
outside the country, he said, referring to 
allegations that Mansour was appointed leader 
by sections in the Taliban considered close to the 
Pakistani government (Express Tribune, August 
5, 2015). 

In August 2015, Agha resigned from his post as 
head of  the Qatar political office.  Following his 
exit, Stanikzai was appointed acting head of  the 
political office. He quickly pledged allegiance to 
Mansour (Express Tribune, August 5, 2015).  He 
was confirmed in his position as head of  the 
Qatar office in November 2015 and remained in 
this position until January this year. In February, 
the Taliban announced that Stanikzai would lead 
its team in talks with Khalilzad. 

Stanikzai’s Statements to Media 

Little is known of  what is transpiring at the 
various ongoing negotiations or what positions 
Stanikzai has taken there. However, in his 
opening address to delegates at the Moscow talks 
in February, Stanikzai said that Afghanistan’s 
current constitution is the major obstacle to 
peace in the war-ravaged country. The 
constitution is “illegitimate” and was “imposed 
on Afghans by the Kabul administration,” he 
said (Tolo News, February 5). Describing it as a 
Western import, Stanikzai said that the Taliban 
seeks the establishment of  an Islamic system in 
the country and to be acceptable, the new 
constitution would have to be drafted and 
ratified by Afghan religious clerics and other 
scholars (Khaama Press, February 5). In 
interviews to the media he has repeatedly said 
that “U.S. troops must go as soon as possible.” 
He has claimed that the Taliban does not want a 
“monopoly of  power” but favors “an inclusive 
Islamic system.” (Afghanistan Times, February 6) 
On the subject of  women’s rights to education, 
employment and inheritance, Stanikzai said that 

the Taliban “don’t have a problem” with giving 
women “whatever rights Islam gives them” (Tolo 
News, November 10, 2018). 

Some of  his comments to the media in recent 
months have kicked up a storm. In an interview 
in January, Stanikzai said that the Afghan 
National Army would be dissolved as part of  a 
peace agreement. When his remark triggered 
widespread outrage in Afghanistan, Stanikzai 
backtracked and said he was misquoted, adding 
that he meant that when the U.S. forces leave 
Afghanistan, there would be no need for an 
Afghan army. He went on to say that the U.S. 
would leave behind its military hardware in 
Afghanistan (Tolo News, February 7).    

According to Pakistani terrorism analyst Abdul 
Basit, Stanikzai articulates well the Taliban’s 
point of  view and “represents it well in front of  
the international media.” [2] India’s security 
establishment views him differently. According to 
a former Indian government official, Stanikzai 
articulates the views of  Pakistan, not of  the 
Taliban. [3] 

Negotiating Experience 

Stanikzai’s loyalty to Mansour at a time when 
there was strong opposition to the latter’s 
leadership of  the Taliban played a major role in 
his appointment as head of  the Qatar office, says 
the Afghan official. [4] According to Basit, it was 
“not his connections with Mansour or any other 
Taliban commander” but the support of  the 
Rahbari Shura that secured Stanikzai the top post 
in the Qatar office. In an organization like the 
Taliban, which has “well-defined structures and 
roles,” “personal closeness or differences never 
come in the way of  organizational and political 
matters,” he said. It is Stanikzai’s experience as 
deputy minister of  foreign affairs, his expertise as 
“a diplomat and a skillful negotiator,” and his 
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ability to communicate well in English that 
would have determined his appointment to head 
the Taliban’s negotiating team [5] 

Proximity to Pakistan 

According to Basit, Stanikzai’s relationship with 
Pakistan is “ideal.” Had that not been the case, 
he would not have been appointed to his current 
office, nor would he have been allowed to fly in 
and out of  Pakistan to other countries. The 
security agencies would have arrested and 
sidelined him long ago. [6] 

Stanikzai’s relationship with Pakistan has 
impacted his role in the Taliban as well as 
influenced the rise and fall of  his fortunes in the 
organization. In the late 1990s, Stanikzai is 
reported to have drawn Mullah Omar’s ire over 
his drinking and alleged abuse of  power. He was 
removed from his post as deputy minister of  
foreign affairs. He was subsequently reappointed 
as deputy minister. His close ties with the ISI and 
the latter’s hold over the Taliban leadership are 
said to have paved the way for Stanikzai’s 
reinstatement, albeit in the lower profile health 
ministry (New York Times, February 26). 

Stanikzai appears to be an important part of  
Pakistan’s strategy to influence the Taliban’s 
approach and positions in negotiations. 
Apparently, it was to loosen Pakistan’s grip over 
the Taliban that its leaders decided to set up a 
political office in Qatar and not in Pakistan as 
the ISI would have liked. Under Agha’s 
leadership, the Qatar office maintained a 
distance from Pakistan. Indeed, during this 
period, Taliban leaders from this office, with the 
exception of  Stanikzai, even avoided traveling to 
Pakistan. The Qatar office did not participate in 
the Pakistan-brokered talks between Afghan 
officials and Taliban leaders in Murree, Pakistan 
in July 2015 (Pajhwok, July 8, 2015).  

Mansour was known to be close to the ISI 
(Rediff, August 11, 2015).  When Agha stepped 
down as head of  the Qatar office, Stanikzai, 
who was his deputy, took over the reins. With 
the change of  guard, relations between 
Mansour and the Qatar office improved 
(Express Tribune, August 5, 2015). It also 
boosted Pakistan’s influence in the Qatar office 
and thus over Taliban’s engagement in talks.  

Soon after Stanikzai was removed as head of  the 
Qatar office, he was replaced by Mullah Abdul 
Ghani Baradar, a co-founder of  the Taliban who 
was released from a Pakistani jail in October last 
year. While Stanikzai continues to head the 
Taliban negotiating team, Baradar is reportedly 
on hand to provide “instructions” if  needed 
(Pakistan Today, February 26). In recent months, 
there has been speculation that the Taliban is 
considering replacing Stanikzai. An unnamed 
Taliban source is reported to have said that the 
Taliban leadership believes that Stanikzai is not 
representing the group or its case well (The 
News, May 2). Is the Taliban trying to wriggle 
free of  Pakistan’s control again? 

Fading Fortunes?  

Stanikzai is a misfit in the Taliban. His relatively 
modern outlook sets him apart from the more 
inward-looking and medieval mindset of  most 
Taliban leaders and the rank-and-file. His rise to 
senior positions in the Taliban can be attributed 
to his English-speaking skills and his diplomatic 
experience, making him useful to the group. 
However, he is not indispensable. This could 
impact his future in the Taliban, especially if  the 
insurgent group is able to find other patrons—
like Iran—and bases in the neighborhood 
outside Pakistan. 

Dr. Sudha Ramachandran is an independent 
researcher and journalist based in Bangalore, India. 
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She has written extensively on South Asian peace and 
conflict, political and security issues for The 
Diplomat, Asia Times and Geopolitics. 

Notes 

[1] Author’s Interview, Kabul-based Afghan 
government official, June 15. 

[2] Author’s Interview, Abdul Basit, associate 
research fellow at the International Center for 
Political Violence and Terrorism Research 
(ICPVTR) of  the S. Rajaratnam School of  
International Studies, Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore, May 20. 

[3] Author’s Interview, Former Indian 
government official, June 13. 

[4] Afghan official, n. 1. 

[5] Basit, n. 2. 

[6] Ibid. 

Snatching the Sudanese 
Revolution: A Profile of  
General Muhammad Hamdan 
Daglo “Hemetti” 
Andrew McGregor 

While it was no surprise that the Sudanese 
military took action to protect themselves by 
deposing President Omar al-Bashir in the midst 
of  nationwide protests, what is surprising is who 
has emerged as Sudan’s de facto leader. Nearly 
illiterate and widely accused of  war crimes and 
corruption, Lieutenant General Muhammad 
Hamdan Daglo “Hemetti” is officially the 
deputy chief  of  the ruling Transitional Military 
Council (TMC), but in reality appears to be the 
power behind nominal TMC leader General 
‘Abd al-Fatah Burhan. As closely tied to the 
Bashir regime as almost any military figure in the 
country, Hemetti now acts as though Bashir’s 
overthrow was actually his idea amid concern he 
may use force to take the presidency for himself. 
Backing him up is the roughly 30,000-strong 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF – Quwat al-Da’m al-
Seri), a paramilitary unit under his direct 
command.    

The last Darfur Arab to hold such a high 
position of  power in Sudan was the Khalifa 
‘Abdullahi ibn Muhammad (ruled 1885-1899), 
the Ta’aisha successor of  Muhammad Ahmad 
“al-Mahdi.” After the defeat of  the Mahdiyya in 
1898, the Arab tribes of  the Nubian Nile region 
(the Ja’alin, the Danagla, and the Sha’iqiya) 
gained local ascendancy in Sudan during the 
Anglo-Egyptian Condominium government. 
Since Sudan became independent in 1956, these 
riverine tribes have dominated the government 
and the military’s officer corps. Al-Bashir’s 
apparent support of  the Darfur Arabs briefly 
masked a racial rivalry between these two Arab 
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groups dating back to the Mahdiyya, with the 
riverine Arabs quietly despising the Darfur Arabs 
as too “Africanized,” while the Darfur Arabs 
regard the Nile Arabs as nothing more than 
“half-caste Nubians.”  [1] 

Early Career Janjaweed Warlord 

Hemetti is from the Awlad Mansur clan of  the 
Mahariya branch of  the Northern Rizayqat of  
North Darfur, many of  whom in the 1980s 
moved to South Darfur, where they seized land 
from the indigenous Fur.  

When the Fur and the Zaghawa launched a 
revolt against the central government in 2003, 
Hemetti, a camel trader, joined the loosely 
disciplined pro-government Arab militia that 
soon gained notoriety as the infamous 
Janjaweed.  

The worst atrocities of  the Darfur campaign 
occurred in the 2003-2005 period when Hemetti 
was one of  Janjaweed leader Shaykh Musa 
Hilal’s leading lieutenants. The shaykh is the 
nazir (chief) of  the Mahamid, another branch of  
the northern Rizayqat tribal group. 

The purpose of  this government-inflicted 
violence was twofold: to destroy the rebels’ 
civilian support base and supply system and to 
drive out Darfur’s non-Arab population so land 
could be transferred to Arabs from Sudan and 
neighboring states such as Chad and Niger.  

However, as the Janjaweed leaders came to be 
reviled and condemned across the world, many 
began to rethink their commitment. Khartoum’s 
solution in 2005 was to absorb most of  the 
Janjaweed into more centrally controlled units 
like the Border Guard Force (BGF - Haras al-
Hadud) while claiming the Janjaweed were simply 
bandit groups that had been dispersed by the 
Sudanese army.  

Hemetti led a rebellion by the Mahariya Border 
Guards in 2007 over payment of  back wages and 
unfulfilled promises of  land grants. At one point, 
he threatened to storm Nyala, the capital of  
South Darfur. Eventually, the regime was forced 
to make major concessions to prevent the Arabs 
under Hemetti’s command from joining the 
armed opposition. [2]  

Disputes over allocation of  arms, supplies and 
Land Cruisers broke out between Hilal’s BGF 
battalion and Hemetti’s battalion. As the BGF 
increasingly became unviable and unreliable, 
Khartoum separated Hemetti’s battalion from 
the BGF and used it as the basis for the new 
RSF. [3]  

Creation of  the RSF 

Back in the government fold, Hemetti became a 
central figure in 2013 in the newly-created Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF), a paramilitary group 
under the command of  the National Security 
and Intelligence Service (NISS – Jihaz al-Amn al-
Watani wa’l-Mukhabarat), but more generally 
under the direct command of  the president 
himself.  

One reason for forming the new paramilitary 
was al-Bashir’s distrust in his own army, which 
had largely failed to show up when Darfur’s 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) mounted 
a long-distance raid on the national capital and 
were only repelled by local police and NISS 
agents after street-fighting in Omdurman. The 
answer seemed to be the creation of  a loyal 
military force answerable only to the president. 
The Janjaweed veterans provided an immediate 
and experienced source of  manpower. Hemetti 
initially served as deputy to the first RSF 
commander, NISS Major General Abbas ‘Abd 
al-Aziz, a Ja’alin Arab and a relative of  President 
Omar al-Bashir.   
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Most Janjaweed members were from the semi-
nomadic Abbala (camel-raising) tribes of  northern 
Darfur rather than the Baqqara (cattle-raising) 
tribes of  South Darfur. The Abbala included 
Hemetti’s Mahariya branch of  the northern 
Rizayqat, who were never allotted lands of  their 
own by the Fur Sultanate (c.1600-1916) or the 
Anglo-Egyptian Condominium government 
(1899-1955). As the RSF continued to grow in 
size, Hemetti’s fellow Mahariya were joined by 
members of  other Arab tribes from Darfur and 
Chad as well as a small number of  non-Arab 
Birked, Meidobis, Tama and Zaghawa from 
northern Darfur. 

Hemetti is the most outstanding example of  how 
the Bashir regime circumvented the influence of  
traditional rulers in Darfur by arming and 
enriching young men willing to do Khartoum’s 
bidding. As such, Hemetti was opposed by the 
Mahariya Rizayqat’s chief, Muhammadein al-
Dud, who refused to send 2,000 young men for 
RSF recruitment. [4] On the other hand, the 
RSF enjoyed the patronage of  Sudanese Vice 
President Hassabo ‘Abd al-Rahman, who was, 
like Hemetti, a Mahariya Arab. 

The RSF soon showed signs of  growing 
indiscipline at all levels, leading to clashes with 
police and BGF units. Civilians in RSF-occupied 
areas endured rape, robbery, and looting. The 
unit rolled into Khartoum in September 2013 to 
help repress demonstrations in the capital during 
which some 200 civilians lost their lives (al-
Arabiya, November 10, 2013). [5] In West 
Kordofan, a local uprising against the RSF was 
actually assisted by the local SAF garrison, 
appalled at the RSF’s methods (Radio Dabanga, 
February 26, 2014). 

The RSF was deployed to South Kordofan in 
late 2013 to tackle the rebellion of  the non-Arab 
Nuba led by the Sudan People’s Liberation 

Army/Movement-North (SPLA/M-N). Fighting 
experienced rebels rather than civilians, the RSF 
suffered heavy losses. SPLA/M-N secretary-
general Yasir Arman described the RSF as 
nothing more than a gang of  mercenaries and 
war criminals (Radio Dabanga, May 14, 2014).  

Withdrawn to al-‘Ubayd in North Kordofan, the 
RSF’s continuing bad behavior led to massive 
protests calling for their withdrawal. According 
to some reports, the government paid the RSF 
$3 million to leave the city (al-Taghyeer 
[Khartoum], February 13, 2014; Radio 
Dabanga, February 14, 2014).  

The RSF launched a series of  attacks on Minni 
Minawi’s SLM/A-MM rebel movement in 
Darfur during the first months of  2014. Minawi’s 
group was forced to split, with some fighters 
taking refuge in South Sudan, while the majority 
headed north across the Libyan border, finding 
work as mercenaries in Libya’s civil war. 
Hemetti’s men repelled an April 2015 attempt by 
JEM and the SLM/A-MM to re-enter Sudan 
from their temporary bases in South Sudan’s 
Bahr al-Ghazal region. Hemetti, now a 
brigadier, reported the capture of  340 rebels and 
161 Land Cruisers (Radio Dabanga, April 29, 
2015). 

Hemetti’s growing power became apparent when 
two-time Sudanese prime minister Sadiq al-
Mahdi (leader of  the opposition National Umma 
Party and imam of  the Ansar Sufi movement) 
was arrested, interrogated and accused of  
treason for questioning the RSF’s violence 
against civilians and its alleged recruitment of  
foreign Arabs from Chad, Libya, Mali, and the 
Central African Republic (Al-Jazeera, May 19, 
2014).  

By mid-2016, the RSF’s usual abuses against 
civilians in the Jebel Marra region of  Darfur and 
clashes with SAF units trying to protect civilians 
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led to an SAF request for the RSF’s withdrawal. 
[6]  

On the Frontline of  the Migration Crisis 

After Khartoum pledged to work to prevent 
massive flows of  migrants from crossing through 
Sudan to Libya and on into Europe, the EU 
responded with a grant of  €100 million 
(approximately $112.5 million) to assist these 
efforts. This contribution was on top of  a €40 
million (approximately $45 million) donation 
from the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa 
dedicated to better management of  migration 
through the region (Sudan Tribune, April 12, 
2017). [7] 

The RSF became the agency assigned with 
controlling migrant flows across the border, and 
by mid-2016, the RSF was detaining hundreds 
of  illegal migrants, mostly from Ethiopia and 
Eritrea. The work was not easy, being carried out 
in trying desert conditions against well-armed 
human traffickers.  

However, that was not the ful l s tory. 
Investigations revealed that the RSF actually 
joined the human trafficking across the border 
into Libya, working with Subul al-Salam, a 
Salafist militia based in Kufra and aligned with 
Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan National Army (LNA), 
as well as Chadian rebels based in southern 
Libya and Tubu militias aligned with the UN-
recognized government in Tripoli. [8]  

This did not prevent Hemetti from complaining 
Europe did not appreciate the sacrifice of  RSF 
men and vehicles in the fight against the armed 
traffickers and threatened (likely on his own 
initiative) to withdraw his men from their 
positions along the border with Libya (Sudan 
Tribune, August 31, 2016; AIS Special Report, 
June 13, 2018). 

The President’s Approval 

The RSF was removed from NISS control in 
January 2017 and integrated into the SAF, but in 
practice the formation remained under the direct 
orders of  the president (Al-Taghyeer.info 
[Khartoum], July 19, 2017). In May 2017, al-
Bashir declared the creation of  the RSF to be 
the best decision he had made as president and 
urged RSF members to “terrorize their enemies” 
(Middle East Observer, May 14, 2017). 

To combat Hemetti’s image as a murderous 
warlord, a PR campaign was launched that saw 
the RSF leader opening mosques, making 
charitable donations and promising to mediate 
between Darfur’s combative tribes (Al-
Taghyeer.info [Khartoum]; July 19, 2017).  

In early 2017, Minawi’s forces, divided between 
Libya and South Sudan, attempted a rendezvous 
in the Kutum region of  Darfur, where they 
hoped to hook up with Nimr Abd al-Rahman’s 
rebel SLM/A-Transitional Council (SLM/A-
TC). This union was interrupted by the RSF, 
which engaged the rebels in a four-day battle, 
driving the survivors back into Libya or along the 
Wadi Howar into Chad (Sudan Tribune, May 
29; 2017; Radio Dabanga, May 21, 2017). 

The RSF deployment along the Libyan border 
ignited new tensions in August-September 2017 
between Hemetti and his rival, Musa Hilal, now 
commander of  the BGF. Hemetti was able to 
promote himself  as a solid supporter of  al-Bashir 
compared to Hilal , who abandoned a 
government post in Khartoum and returned to 
Darfur in January 2014 following a dispute with 
the regime. Taking advantage of  the regime’s 
weak control of  northern Darfur, Hilal was able 
to create the Sudanese Revolutionary Awakening 
(Sahwa) Council (SRAC), an 8,000-strong, mostly 
Mahamid Arab armed movement (many of  
whose members were also part of  the BGF) that 
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quickly established its own administration in 
northwest Darfur funded largely by the discovery 
of  gold in the Jabal Amr region in 2012. SRAC, 
the RSF and local Arab tribes began to clash 
over control of  the gold deposits. SRAC 
members began to be arrested or killed by the 
RSF, who claimed they were armed traffickers. 
SRAC in turn accused the RSF of  smuggling 
vehicles across the borders with Libya and Chad 
(Radio Dabanga, September 25, 2017).  

Incensed by the killings of  his men, Hilal 
dispatched 200 vehicles with SRAC gunmen to 
besiege the RSF until it turned over those 
responsible. Acceptance by both sides of  a 
mediation offer averted a major battle. 
Mediation ultimately favored SRAC and the 
BGF, with the RSF compelled to hand over 
detainees, vehicles and military gear. The RSF 
was also forced to make concessions over control 
of  the Jebel Amr goldfields (Radio Dabanga, 
September 29, 2017). 

Further south, Hemetti and 1,000 RSF men 
arrived in the Blue Nile State capital of  al-
Damazin in June 2016 to reinforce SAF 
operations against the SPLM/A-N, but quickly 
alienated the local civilian population by robbing 
shops and referring to the non-Arab locals as abid 
(slaves), a common racial epithet in Sudan 
(Radio Dabanga, June 1, 2016).  

Eliminating the Competition 

Defense Minister Lieutenant General Ahmad 
Awad Bin Auf  attempted to integrate the Hilal-
led BGF into the RSF in July 2017, but SRAC 
rejected this “unwise” decision and announced 
the BGF would refuse integration (Radio 
Dabanga, July 23, 2017; Sudan Tribune, August 
14, 2017).  

Hemetti finally triumphed in his rivalry with 
Musa Hilal in November 2017, when he was 

given permission by Khartoum to arrest and 
detain Hilal along with his three sons, three 
brothers, and several aides (Radio Dabanga, 
November 27, 2017). The arrests came as part 
of  a six-month effort by the RSF to disarm 
unauthorized armed groups in Darfur.  

The arrests were not a simple matter; the RSF 
were ambushed on their way to Hilal’s 
headquarters at Mistiriyha, losing nine men, 
among them an RSF brigadier. Once they 
reached Mistiriyha, Hemetti’s RSF conducted a 
mass arrest of  all males and drove the women 
and children into the hills without food, water or 
shelter (Sudan Tribune, November 29, 2017). 

Expedition to Yemen 

Units of  the RSF were deployed to Yemen in 
early 2017 to assist Saudi and UAE forces in 
their war against rebel Houthi militias.  

The RSF’s deployment in Yemen was strongly 
opposed by Musa Hilal, who encouraged 
tribesmen not to volunteer and accused Hemetti 
and Vice President ‘Abd al-Rahman of  stealing 
millions of  dollars donated by Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE as compensation for Sudanese 
participation in Yemen’s civil war (al-Jazeera, 
September 10, 2017). 

Hemetti shocked Sudanese when he publicly 
admitted 312 Sudanese soldiers had been killed 
in the Yemen campaign, most of  them members 
of  the RSF (al-Sayha [Khartoum], September 27, 
2017; Terrorism Monitor, October 27, 2017). 
Serving as deputy to expedition commander 
General ‘Abd al-Fatah al-Burhan (now TMC 
chairman), Hemetti developed important ties to 
Saudi and Emirati commanders and leaders. 

Hemetti and other units of  the RSF arrived in 
Sudan’s Kassala State in early 2018, ostensibly to 
interrupt smuggling operations of  the Rasha’ida 
Arabs (who live in eastern Sudan and northern 
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Eritrea) and protect the population from what 
the government claimed was an impending 
invasion of  Egyptians or Egyptian-sponsored 
rebels from Eritrea. In reality, the RSF used the 
pretext of  smuggling to loot and kill locals in 
what one local leader called “a real nightmare 
provoking panic and fear.” As with other RSF 
deployments inside Sudan, there were soon 
demands that the paramilitary be withdrawn 
immediately (Radio Dabanga, March 23, 2018). 

Post-Coup Ascension 

Fearful that months of  nationwide protests might 
result in the dismantling of  the whole Sudanese 
regime, SAF generals moved to arrest President 
al-Bashir on April 11. General al-Burhan 
emerged as the junta’s official chief, with 
Hemetti as his deputy, though the RSF 
commander’s meetings with foreign diplomats 
suggested he was the real chief. 

Many of  the SAF’s junior officers and other 
ranks were sympathetic to the goals of  the 
revolutionaries in the streets, leaving the RSF to 
clear the anti-military demonstrations. Protesters 
in Khartoum were attacked with clubs, whips, 
and live ammunition on May 13, leaving five 
dead, 77 people with bullet wounds and 
hundreds more injured. Though eyewitnesses 
claimed the attackers were RSF men, Hemetti 
announced on May 20 that 15 attackers had 
been arrested, with five confessing their 
responsibility. Attempting to align himself  with 
the demonstrators, Hemetti praised the activities 
of  the revolutionary Alliance for Freedom and 
Change (Radio Dabanga, May 20).  

The worst was yet to come. On June 3, the RSF 
massacred over 100 protesters in Khartoum, 
throwing many of  the dead into the Nile. 
Beatings and murder were not enough for the 
RSF, which was also alleged to have committed 
scores of  rapes of  both men and women during 

the operation. Some of  the bodies recovered 
from the Nile wore SAF uniforms, with 
eyewitnesses suggesting some soldiers who had 
tried to intervene on behalf  of  the demonstrators 
were disarmed and killed by the RSF (BBC, June 
15; Deutsche Welle, June 9).  

On June 13, TMC spokesman Shams al-Din 
Kabbashi stated that the decision to clear the 
protesters was taken on June 2 by the entire 
TMC after seeking the advice of  Sudan’s general 
prosecutor and chief  justice, though he added 
that there were “abuses” and “deviations from 
the initial plans” (Sudan Tribune, June 14). 
However, two days later, a spokesman for the 
TMC’s Military Investigation Committee 
accused the media of  fabricating Kabbashi’s 
statement, noting that those responsible for the 
violence acted “without instructions from the 
competent authorities” (Sudan Tribune, June 
15). 

The actions of  the RSF have had repercussions 
in Darfur, where al-Burhan ordered the camps 
of  withdrawing peacekeepers of  the hybrid 
United Nations/African Union Mission in 
Darfur (UNAMID) to be turned over to the RSF 
rather than civilian authorities. UNAMID 
announced on June 15 that it was suspending the 
further handover of  its camps until al-Burhan’s 
decree was rescinded (Sudan Tribune, June 15, 
2019). UN officials reported the killings of  47 
people in Darfur over the last three months as 
well as the looting of  houses and livestock by the 
RSF (Radio Dabanga, June 15). UNAMID’s 
withdrawal was to be completed in June 2010, 
but In light of  the deteriorating situation, the 
African Union has now extended UNAMID’s 
mandate for another 12 months and is urging the 
UN Security Council to do the same (Radio 
Dabanga, June 16).  
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Conclusion: Playing a Revolutionary 
Double-Game?  

Amid fears within the TMC that opposition 
forces may attempt to try the generals for war 
crimes or disband the army and the RSF, 
Hemetti warned on June 16 of  dark plans by 
protest leaders and “foreign diplomats” to create 
chaos in Sudan, adding that “there are plans 
under preparation targeting me, Hemetti.” The 
RSF leader also suggested that there were “plans 
against the tribes of  the Nile River,” referring to 
the politically dominant Arab tribes of  northern 
Sudan, the Danagla, the Ja’alin, and the 
Sha’iqiya (Sudan Tribune, June 16).  

Hemetti and his personal paramilitary are 
indeed highly unlikely to survive any kind of  
meaningful regime change or transition to 
civilian government in Sudan, despite his rather 
unconvincing attempts to persuade the 
revolutionaries that he has been with them the 
whole time. Residents of  Khartoum have only to 
look out their windows to see the empty streets 
of  the capital patrolled by heavily-armed RSF 
gunmen for confirmation of  Hemetti’s true 
position. Like his mentor al-Bashir, Hemetti has 
climbed the ladder of  power and success, but, 
like al-Bashir, is now unable to climb back down 
without risking his own safety and liberty.  

Andrew McGregor is Director of  Aberfoyle International 
Security, a Toronto-based agency specializing in security 
issues related to the Islamic world.  
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